136    THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

they can as a rule offer no reason. At times the whole
scheme is clear to the child's mind, and the peace and
spiritual health that result are plain. " God wants
us to love everyone," writes a girl, " but if we steal
we are not loving, but causing misery and hatred."

When children's ideas of confession are examined, a
remarkably common feature appears to be that it is
usually considered quite sufficient to tell God of their
sin and ask His forgiveness. <c If I tell another lie
and do not tell my mother I shall confess it to God,'7
says a girl, " which will be better than having it on
my conscience." As pointed out in the previous
chapter * many do not confess to the one wronged
for fear of the consequences. They either dread
a thrashing or that they will be lowered in the estima-
tion of the one to whom confession is made. One girl
puts the latter consideration very aptly thus : " If
you have ever told a lie to anybody and you happen
to meet them, you are always nervous and on the
point of telling them, and then you think, and think
what they would think of you, and you don't tell
them." The following expresses so fully what is
present in the thoughts of most children in this respect
that it is quoted at length : " In her mind she is very
miserable and wants to tell somebody to ease her
mind. Then she thinks of the punishment that will
be put on her. She thinks how dishonest her friends
will think her. She thinks how horrible it would be
to be sent to bed before everybody else and perhaps
get whipped. No, she will keep it to herself and try
to forget it."

It may be that in the present state of ignorance of
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